WELCOME! The March 2022 edition of the Liberty Flyers News is the first of what we hope will ultimately
be a quarterly publication. We hope to use this newsletter to keep everyone updated on the various goings-on
at the field, to convey important information from the club officers and to try and “capture” and share some of
the joys (and pains?) experienced by the Liberty Flyers members as they fly their radio controlled aircraft from
all of the various genres.
Since the members truly ARE the club, we invite and encourage all of you to play an active role in this

publication moving forward. If you have an idea for an article or feature, please let us know. Did you recently
shoot some photographs or video that you’d like to share? Please email it to me at “barnesjonr@yahoo.com”.

Have you fully explored the club website? Larry Shenosky burnt a couple drums of the proverbial midnight

oil getting it all set-up and online. There is an impressive amount of depth to our club website and we will try
to use each issue of the newsletter to familiarize members with the variety that it has to offer.

We would like to ask each member a question: Why do YOU fly? In future issues, we would like to hear your
answers. Your answer need only be a sentence or three. In this issue, I will step forward and explain why I fly.
We begin the inaugural issue and future issues to come with a few words from our Club President Jim

Bossaller. His tireless efforts to manage the business side of the club and his spearheading of many

improvements to the field and facilities deserves a long round applause from all of us! Take it away Jim!
Jon R. Barnes - Editor

From the President…
Hello Liberty Flyers,
I'm very excited that we now have a quarterly newsletter and I want to recognize the work

done by Jon Barnes and Larry Shenosky to create the newsletter and make it available via our
website.

Our club is doing very well. We have a freshly renovated runway and staging area. Our

roads are in pretty good shape. We have a membership of 83 people with several additional
potential members ready to join. We have members who have

stepped up and taken on some of the responsibility for running the

club. We have a nice savings account balance for repairs, upgrades
and safety net. There is always the remote possibility that the

owner of the field could sell the property and the new owner would
view our presence on the field differently. So far, over the 13 years
since the club was formed, we have been very lucky to have field
owners who like having us on the field.

I also want to thank many of you for being ready, willing and

able to help pilots who are just learning or need help with some
problem. Since the Covid situation has improved, we are now

ready to start planning a quarterly club meeting. I'll most likely
start planning for a meeting in April or May. In addition to the standard agenda, I would like
to round up something interesting for the meetings that will attract and encourage as many

Jim Bossaller

members as possible to attend -
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RECENTLY ADDED MEMBERS
Several new members have joined the club in the past four months and the membership roster
is currently at 84 regular members and eight junior members. Liberty’s newest members are
Will Bayless, Kirk Kim, Gail Sickler, Daniel Benoit, Darren Wheeler, Dan Lowenstein, Bob
Avenson, Jason Flake and Tyson Flake (junior member). Here is a little about each:
● Will Bayless has been flying for 3+ years and flies Sailplanes, 3D Acro, War Birds,

slope

gliders and Antique Aircraft. Will lives in Tiburon.
● Kirk Kim has been flying for 12+ years and flies fixed wing aircraft. Kirk lives in Mill Valley.
● Gail Sickler is new to flying drones but is working on a commercial license program. Gail
lives in Petaluma.

● Daniel Benoit has been flying for 40 + years and flies many types of both electric and gas fixed
wing aircraft. Daniel lives in Corte Madera.
● Darren Wheeler has been flying for 4+ years and flies an E-flite Ultimate 2 and a Goblin 380
electric helicopter. Darren lives in Novato.

● Dan Lowenstein has been flying for 20+ years and flies many types of planes, including scale,
3D and antique planes. Dan lives in Mill Valley.
●

Bob Avenson is a brand new pilot and is flying a Carbon Cub. Bob lives in San Rafael.

● Justin Flake has joined in order to sponsor his son Tyson as a junior member. Tyson has been
flying for about 2 years and would very much appreciate a little guidance from our more

experienced pilots. Currently Tyson is flying a Mini-Apprentice. Justin and Tyson live in San
Rafael.

Though we may measure a “good” day at the field as not crashing any of our models … or finally
sticking that perfect landing, the true measure of a “great” day of flying (in the all-important context of
safety) is not needing a band-aid, not spilling even one wee drop of blood and definitely not needing to

make a stop at the Emergency Room! While we encourage all pilots to be familiar with the complete set
of field rules (found at https://www.libertyflyers.org/safety), we would like to inform everyone of the
following additions/changes:
1) All minors, non-flying adults, parents, family and friends visiting the field with the sole intent of
observing flying activities who are not currently a paid member of the Liberty Flyers Club in

possession of a valid AMA membership must remain at the picnic tables located under the carport
structure for their own ultimate safety.
2) Helicopters and drones must take off and land on the pad to the east (toward Stony Point Rd.) of the
pilot protective barriers. This is to provide some separation between these aircraft and the other
pilots and table area. No aircraft, including helicopters, will be flown over other pilots or table areas.
3) Helicopters should not perform aerobatic maneuvers over the runway. These aircraft will severely
damage the runway if they crash and could also be very hazardous to any other person in the area if
the pilot loses control or makes an error.
4) Helicopter pilots and fixed wing aircraft pilots must coordinate their flying so each will have the
airspace they need for safe flying.

5) Drone pilots must coordinate with the fixed wing pilots before flying at the same time or
following/chasing another aircraft. Also remember that a drone being flown using FPV (first person
view) must have a spotter to warn the FPV pilot of potential danger.

6) As previously mentioned in the Liberty Field Rules, all aircraft, including drones, must always be
flown within the boundaries of Liberty Field.

Roger Minkow’s ARF Building Clinic - Co-starring Baker Hart and Ole Grini
There was a time not so long ago that the majority of models available were not Plug and Play kits that

required a scant hour or less of assembly to go from the box to being ready for a maiden flight. The previous
generation of kits were primarily ARFS (Almost Ready to Fly) models that required a pilot to source an
appropriate power system, radio system and any other variety of miscellaneous goodies required to complete
the airplane.

The current generation of RC pilots may not be very familiar

with this type of model. Our 2022 Member at Large, Roger

Minkow, recently humbly confessed that he is a member of
that crowd. With several of the industry’s larger distributors

still offering a nice variety of traditional pre-covered balsa and
lite ply composition ARFs, Roger decided to tap into the

knowledge base that is the club’s more veteran pilots and
undertake a cooperative build project.

Enter Ole Grini and Baker Hart. And these three gentlemen

were kind enough to invite any/all interested members of the

club to come along for the ride. Of course, Roger was also kind
enough to bear the burden of buying the requisite ARF kit … a
Roger explains:

Tower Hobbies 53 inch wingspan Ryan STA (LINK HERE).

I have no experience with building an ARF kit and no experience with selecting power systems. Our club has
excellent talent in these areas. So I asked Baker and Ole if they could teach some of us how to get started. In
the clinic, I think we had twelve club members who showed up for the building sessions … and for lunch! Baker
chose the power system using the website ECALC.com. We went with a six cell system instead of the

recommended three cell, and changed the tires to DuBro. Ole and Baker both pay close attention to every last,
small detail when building a model. It taught all in attendance the benefits of being precise. The Ryan is great

and I have logged about 50 flights on it so far. Jim Bossaler liked the way it flies so much that he bought one for
himself and did his own solo build.

Would members like the club to hold another similar build clinic? Do you have a different subject
that you think would make a good clinic that other club members would also be interested in
attending? Please reach out to a club officer with your ideas! As the pandemic continues to subside,

an increasing number of club members may grow comfortable with the idea of attending clinics and
other club related events. Perhaps they can even be held at the field? We invite YOUR input!

- WHY I FLY: Jon R. Barnes
Though I have tried almost every genre of the hobby over my
forty years of participation, I especially love flying my EDF

powered jets. They are fast and sound great … especially when
making a full throttle low altitude pass down the runway. I love

flying my electric helis because they challenge my brain like no
other genre of RC, especially when trying to hold a hover
nose-in. I am not into 3D heli aerobatics but enjoy trying to fly
slow and controlled figure eights and circles. I love flying my FPV drones because it truly lets me
sense what it must be like to be a bird. I also enjoy using them to try and capture chase video of

another aircraft. Though I dabble in aerobatics and 3D maneuvers, I have never focused on them long
enough to develop any meaningful proficiency. What about you …. Why do YOU fly? We’d love to
feature you in a future issue!

Optimum Departure Direction
The runway at Liberty is oriented in an EAST-WEST orientation. This is perfect for when the winds are out of the west or
east, as they so often are. Many models, especially those that use a taildragger configuration landing gear setup, have a
tendency to pull to the left during the takeoff roll. When Departing to the west, this can often result in the model making a
beeline for any vehicles sitting in the parking area. When the winds are out of the west, pilots really do not have any other
choice than to depart to the west. Should their model begin to veer left towards the vehicles, it is best to abort the takeoff,
reset and try again. Going to full throttle when this happens and forcing the model into the air will sooner or later result
in the pilot buying someone a new windshield, hood or tailgate.

👎😥

However, when the winds are across the runway and the direction of departure is ultimately the pilot's choice, we offer this
quick, common sense tip. Departing to the east whenever possible is the best decision. Doing so summarily eliminates any
chance of crashing one’s model into one of the member’s cars or trucks. Should the model pull to the left when departing
to the east, there is nothing in harm's way other than the big, open field!

👍😎

COULD BE BAD

ALMOST ALWAYS GOOD

Featured Aircraft: Dan Lowenstein’s Radical RC 68” Wright Flyer

Distributed by Radical RC (https://www.radicalrc.com/) and designed by Dave Thacker, this 68
inch wingspan model is a wood kit replica of the 1905 Wright Flyer. It features Depron foam

wings, is 46” long and weighs about 56 ounces. Dan powers it with a pair of 1000KV brushless
motors, 30A ESCs and a 35C 11.1V 3300mAh LiPo battery. The model is authentically scale in
that it uses wing warping, though most of the control is ultimately via the canard style
elevator out front and the rear mounted rudder. Dan reports that he probably put about 50-60
hours into the build, which included the wing rigging, 3D printing replicas of the original
motor, pulleys, gas tank, radiator and gauges, and creating a light-weight, scale version of

Wilbur Wright as the pilot. Control is via a Futaba radio system. Dan has flown it four times
so far, and reports that it is a delight! When Dan flew this model at Liberty recently, it froze
every pilot in their steps. Just about everyone watching had their phones out recording the
flights! Here is a link to a video of it flying, courtesy of Dan: Dan’s Wright Flyer

Using the Liberty WebSite
The Club’s website offers a depth of features for club members; have you fully
explored all that it has to offer? Most pilots at some point end up wanting to
sell some of their gear in order to buy a new model or purge the hangar. Though
many may use the various online RC forums or Craigslist to list their items for sale,
Have you tried using the “Classifieds” feature of the website? We take a closer
look in this issue of the newsletter !

Accessing the Classifieds section of the website is done from the Home page by clicking on the “Forums”
link at the top of the page (circled above). This opens into a two selection menu that allows pilots to either go

to the “For Sale/Wanted” area or a “Discussion” forum where they can chat about anything, everything related
to our club and the hobby.

Our web administrator Larry has made it as easy as possible to
post in the forum; he even includes a list of directions at the top left
corner of the page. If you are posting an ad for the first time, it

would be good to review these instructions. Any questions that you
may have are probably answered there. Also, please note the

automatic email notification system is not yet functional. What this
means is that you will have to occasionally check the forum to see if
there have been any replies to your post. Alternatively, you can ask
any interested person to

contact you directly by including your contact info in the ad. The
first step in listing an item that you want to sell, or in creating a
“Wanted” ad, is to click the “Create Topic” button.

Since this forum can be used for either selling items or advertising

that you are looking for certain items, it is good standard operating

procedure to preface the title box of your ad with either “For Sale” or
“Wanted”. Best practices also suggest including the price in the title

box. Uploading photos of your item(s) is as easy as clicking the “Attachments: Choose Files” button. Users
can upload up to 20 files (maximum size of 20MB each) as a part of each classifieds listing.

Should you need to make any changes to an ad that you created, edits can be
made by clicking the “Edit” tab. NOTE: To truly make the Classifieds section
relevant and valuable, those who use it to post an ad should remember to go

back in and delete their ads once the item(s) have sold. The “Delete” option is next to the “Edit” option.

The club officers would like to encourage ALL members to fully utilize the Classifieds section! Are you ready
to BUY?! Here are the two most recent items listed for sale:

A LITTLE TRASH TALK
Thanks for reading the first issue of the Liberty Flyers Newsletter. We hope to publish the next issue in June

of 2022. If you would like to contribute content, please reach out to me @ “barnesjonr@yahoo.com”.

In closing, we would like to encourage everyone to pretend that they are backpackers when they visit the

flying field. Anyone that has ever backpacked knows that rule number one is to pack out what you pack in …

I.E. leave no trace. Though there is a trash can at the field, we encourage everyone to pack their trash out and
dispose of it off-site. We do not have a trash service and that means that anything that is left in the trash can
must eventually, ultimately be packed up and hauled out by someone.
The photo below was shot on arrival at the field on the morning of March 21, 2022:

Looks like a racoon (or two) enjoyed a tasty feast of fast food and Cheerios? Had they been able to open the
packets of sauce strewn about the table, they would have seasoned it all with ketchup and hot sauce (it sucks
not having opposable thumbs). Those who have fought nightly visits from racoons and other foraging
predators know that once you are on their radar, they will most likely return over and over.

So PLEASE folks … pack all of your trash out and definitely do not leave any food scraps in the trash can!

